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Upcoming Events 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 
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From the Headmaster 
 
VOCATIONS - THE FRUIT OF THE NEW EVANGELIZATION:  
PART 2 
 
Last month, I wrote about the wonderful work being done in the area 
of vocations here at JPG.  I pointed out the importance of our 
students building relationships with young priests, religious, and 
seminarians.  These relationships play such a critical role in enabling 
young people to envision their own future vocations.  The annual 
pilgrimage to Washington D.C. for the March for Life next month is a 

Omnia in Excellentia 
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great example of this, as our students will be joined on the bus trip by Fr. 
Garrett McIntyre, Sr. Fatima Aphiri from Our Lady of Wisdom, several 
seminarians, and two Nashville Dominican sisters.  
 
In spite of our many graduates who have entered seminary, however, the 
primary mission of John Paul the Great Academy is not to form future 
seminarians, but to form future saints, whatever their calling might be.  
Indeed, our primary daily focus is on forming students as lay men and 
women whose vocation is to act as leaven, bringing the presence of Christ 
into a fallen world and transforming it from within.  That is because we 
believe that, in spite of real concerns about closing parishes and 
insufficient numbers of parish priests, the heart of the vocations crisis in 
the Church today is the lay vocation.   
 
Indeed, no priest or religious sister can do the work of the laity in shaping 
the temporal order according to gospel values and principles of justice.  

Team Bordelon - Featuring our Fr. Bordelon and 
Mrs. Stromer and Family 
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No priest or religious sister can replace the role of the parents in forming their children in the faith, ensuring that each 
of our families is modeled on the Holy Family.  To fulfill the God-given vocation to which we are called as lay people, 
we must begin to heal our families, recover our sense of the sacred, and present the compassionate face of Christ to a 
world so often lacking in love.   
 
It is precisely into this world of darkness that Jesus comes this Christmas.  As lay men and women, we are called to 
make straight the paths for our Lord to enter into our world once more.  Advent is indeed a time to prepare our 
hearts, our homes, and our community for the coming of Christ.  Let us take time to pray in the stillness of our 
adoration chapel and to turn our hearts and our families once more to the God who saves us.   
 
In the Peace of Christ, 
 
Peter Fletcher 
President and Headmaster  

Dec 16 Second Quarter Ends 
Dec 17 Christmas Nativity Play 
Dec 17-19      Upper School Exams 
Dec 22-Jan 2 Christmas Break 
Jan 5-6 Faculty Staff Work Days  

No School 
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CAMPUS LIFE 

1. Collar-nary Cookoff Update: What a wonderful 
evening for our school.  This year, we were able to 
raise more than $60,000, which nearly doubled last 
year’s net income.  The proceeds from this event 
are directed towards scholarships for JPG families 
who would not be able to attend our school 
without financial aid.  On behalf of all the 
students, faculty, and staff, we want to thank all of 
the parents volunteers and benefactors who made 
this event a success! 
 

2. Runnin Revs vs. Slammin Sems – December 
30, 6:30pm. Doors open at 5:30pm.   This year’s 
priests vs. seminarians basketball game will be held 
at Cathedral-Carmel Gym in Lafayette. Admission 
is $5 adults, $1 children. Family-friendly and lots 
of fun! Come out and show your support. 

 
 
ACADEMICS 
 

3. Singapore Math Inservice: As part of our efforts 
to continue developing our Math curriculum, on 
Monday, December 1, each of our Math teachers 
(K-12th Grade) spent the day in supplemental 
Singapore Math training and discussions.  We were 
blessed to have our training led by Mrs. Johnette 
Roberts, an expert in the implementation of 
Singapore in the elementary grades.   
 
We plan to have Mrs. Roberts, along with another 
upper school Singapore math expert from LSU 
continue to work with us in the Spring.  

 
 

4. Middle School Speech & Debate:  The JPG 
Guardians will be headed to our first Middle 
School only speech and debate competition of the 
year on the weekend of Friday, December 5 at St. 
Augustine High School in New Orleans.  Last 
year, JPG students won the competition, and all 
competitors took home a trophy for their excellent 
showing, so we are looking forward to carrying on 
this tradition in 2014!   

 
5. High School Speech & Debate: The final 

speech and debate tournament of the 2014 
calendar year will be held at Isidore Newman High 
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School in New Orleans on Friday, December 12 & 
Saturday, December 13.  Newman is one of the 
most challenging competitions of the year, drawing 
competitors in from multiple states across the 
nation.  Students interested in competing and 
parents seeking more information can contact Mrs. 
Mahan at dmahan@JPGAcademy.org. 
 

6. Drama Club Casting Results— Congratulations 
to the following Upper School students who were 
cast in our spring production of The Tempest: Mary 
Broussard, John Paul Cudihy, Noah Delatte, Jordan 
Doiron, Aidan Fletcher, Paul Fletcher, Briggs 
Fontenot, Kirsten Fontenot, Katy Gaspard, Logan 
Habetz, Emile Hebert, Gabriella Herpin, Adele 
Hicks, Alijah John, Luke Kirk, Kylie Latiolais, Jacob 
LeJeune, Dominic Marcantel, Joseph Marcantel, 
Jordan Meche, Catherine Oehl, Amelia Powell, and 
Madison Price. We also want to welcome the 
following 5th and 6th grade students, who were 
invited to be part of this year's cast: Ayden Brown, 
Isaac Friddell, Halle Habetz, Jolie Hubbell, Garrett 
Latiolais, Isaac LeJeune, Noah Myers, and Eva 
Quebedeaux. We are grateful to all who auditioned 
this year and are excited to be working with a 
talented cast of 31 students! 
 
Students serving on Stage Crew include Chelsey 
Allemond, Claire Bollich, Alexander Brown, Philip 
DeMoura (Stage Manager), Adele Gaffga, Marie 
George, Mary Frances Johnson, Tim Johnson, 
Christopher Langley, Madison Latiolais, Mia 
Lormand, Kristen Meche, Julia Murphy, Adyson 
Myers, Cameron Myers, Marilyne Weil, Kari Wexler 
(Asst. Director), and Jacob Wilson (Director). 
 
Lunchtime rehearsals began this month and will 
continue into the month of January, with after-
school rehearsals beginning in February. All 
students have received a copy of the rehearsal 
schedule and their script. Students with speaking 
roles should have all of their lines in Acts I-III 
(through Intermission) memorized by the week we 
return from Christmas break. Parents with 
questions or an interest in volunteering to help with 
Drama Club should contact Ms. Byers 
(ebyers@jpgacademy.org).  
 
 



 

 
3 

December 2014 

3

7. Library News – To help raise money to 
purchase library books and supplies, Ms. Byers 
will be selling used books in the JPG Library. 
Many of these books are duplicate or triplicate 
copies that we do not have room for on our 
shelves. Feel free to stop by to browse our "For 
Sale" bookshelf: $1 paperbacks and $2 hardcover. 

 
Please remind your student(s) to return or renew 
any overdue library books before Christmas 
Break. After Christmas, students will be charged 
late fees for their overdue books. 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION 

8. Nativity Play –The Lower School teachers are 
happy to announce that we will be having a 
Nativity play this year! The play will be 
on Wednesday, December 17,  from 6:00pm to 
7:30pm. As Christmas approaches, we can 
prepare ourselves for Christ's birth as we enjoy 
this performance from our Pre-K through 6th 
graders. All are invited! For more information, 
contact Mindy Menard at 
mmenard@jpgacademy.org 
 

9. Thanksgiving Feast – Our lower school 
celebrated the many thanks and blessings in their 
lives by gathering together for a Thanksgiving 
feast! Many came dressed as pilgrims and Indians. 
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10. All Saints Day –  Surely the Communion of Saints 
was smiling down on JPG on All Saints Day! The 
lower school celebrated  by dressing up as some of 
our favorite saints.  The fifth and sixth graders 
helped with several saints and virtues game, and all 
had a great time. 
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