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From the Headmaster… 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school that 
preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 

Upcoming Events 

	   December 2015 

At John Paul the Great Academy, we strive to live and work from the heart of the 
Church, ex corde ecclesiae.  Thus, when Pope Francis announced the Year of Mercy, 
we began reflecting on our school’s mission in light of the theme of mercy.  
According to St. John Paul the Great, mercy is defined as “love directed at 
suffering.”  Sometimes that suffering is physical, but more often the suffering that 
afflicts the world is moral and ultimately spiritual. 

Indeed, one does not have to look far to see signs of desperation and hopelessness 
in our modern culture.  This past weekend, I went to a movie at the Grand 
Theater, and I was moved by recollections of the tragedy that occurred there on 
July 23 of this year.  Just two months ago, California legalized assisted suicide for 
the first time. As we look around the world, we rightly mourn those who are 
suffering, from the Boston Marathon to Paris to Syria, and even here in Lafayette.  
Again and again, it seems that we are seeking to solve every problem with 
increasing measures of violence.   

A hundred years ago, a newspaper sent out an invitation to prominent writers to 
pen essays on the question, “What’s wrong with the world?”  G.K. Chesterton 
sent in what was to be the shortest response.  He wrote simply, “I am.”  
Chesterton was a deeply faithful Catholic who knew how fragile the hearts of 
men (and his own heart) could be.   

Here in the womb of JPG, we often feel safe from the suffering of the world. How easily we can forget that our own 
hearts can fall into similar patterns of pride, weakness, and sin.  Do we notice those who are marginalized even within 
our own community and our own families?  How quick we can be to gossip and complain, and how slow we can be to 
forgive.    

Yet it is precisely this broken world that Jesus came to save.  Our school is “mission territory,” too.  It is only when we 
recognize, in humility, our own brokenness, that we can be part of bringing the mercy and light of Christ to the world.  

This Advent, let us return to the sacrament of confession. Let us fall on our knees once more in our adoration chapel or 
next to our bed at night.  Let us look anew at the beauty of the faces around us and be ready to share the hope that lies 
within us, the same hope that the Christ-child brings to the world this Christmas.  

In the peace of Christ, 
 

 
Peter Fletcher 
President and Headmaster 

Dec 4 – Ladies Night Out @ 7pm 
Dec 3 – Synoptic Gospels (AI) 
Dec 8 – Feast of the Immaculate 
             Conception Mass @ 8:30 
Dec 8 – American Heritage Girls 
Dec 10 – Open House 
Dec 11 – Challenge Club 
Dec 14 – Christmas Play @ 6:00pm 
Dec 15 – Second Academic Quarter 
               Ends 
Dec 16-18 – Upper School Exams/ 
                     Noon Dismissal 
Dec 21-Jan 1 – Christmas Break 
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Meet... 

Mrs. Margaret is originally from 
Crowley, but has called Lafayette 
her home for the past 20 years. 
She and her husband Scott Moore 
have three sons: Jack (2015 JPG 
graduate), Charlie (9th), and Henry 
(6th). Mrs. Margaret feels blessed 
that she was able to come to work 
for JPG this year. She says, “I love 
everything that makes our school 
what it is – such beautiful grounds, a 24-hour Adoration 
Chapel, and the special children and families that I’m getting 
to know everyday.” 

Follow Us:  @jpgacademy 

Margaret Moore 
Secretary 

Speech & Debate 
___________________________ 

The Guardian Speech & Debate students have two 
tournaments in December: 

• Comeaux High School – Dec. 4 & 5  
• Isidore Newman (New Orleans) – Dec. 11 & 12 

Please pray for our Guardians as they prepare for 
competition. If you would like more information about these 
tournaments, contact Mrs. Mahan at 
dmahan@jpgacademy.org. 

Veritas 

Drama Club Cast & Crew Announced! 
___________________________ 

Congratulations to the 7th-12th grade students who 
are in our spring Shakespeare play, Love’s Labour’s 
Lost! 
   CAST 

John Paul Cudihy Jordan Doiron 
Aidan Fletcher  Paul Fletcher 
Jacob George  Logan Habetz 
Emile Hebert  Catherine Hollier 
Daniel Johnson  Jacob LeJeune 
Dominic Marcantel Joseph Marcantel 
Jordan Meche  Morgan Munzing 
Noah Myers  Madison Price 
Kari Wexler  Caleb Williams 

 
        STAGE CREW 

Sydney Bonin  Nico Broussard 
Isaac Friddell  Adele Gaffga 
Mia Lormand  Julia Murphy 
Madeline Hornsby 

 
STAGE MANAGER DIRECTORS 
Marie George  Luke Kirk 

   John Paul the Great Academy 

Spread the word! 

2nd Grade Field Trip  
Lafayette Science Museum 

Geography Bee Winner ,  
Simon Richard, and compet itors  
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Fides 

“Epiphany of Beauty” Night 
___________________________ 

This year, our Quarterly Parent Meeting on January 6, the 
Feast of the Epiphany, will include an inspiring evening of 
beauty! At this “Epiphany of Beauty” night incorporated into 
the parent meeting beginning at 6:00pm, students will present 
their artistic gifts to the Newborn King through music, drama, 
dance, poetry, speech, and visual arts. Contact Mrs. Cindy 
Marcantel at cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org or Miss Sarah 
Chustz at schustz@jpgacsdemy.org for more information. 
 

On November 12, our 
students witnessed the 
blessing of the Spiritual 
Care Unit, an ambulance 
that Fr. Champagne 
converted into a 
“confessional on wheels”. He 
has done this in an effort to 
bring the Year of Mercy 
declared by Pope Francis in 
a real way to Acadiana. 

Fr. Champagne said the 
Spiritual Care Unit is 
definitely a first, not only for 
Acadiana, but possibly for 
the country! 

	  

Ladies Night Out! 
___________________________ 

All women are invited to the second quarterly JPG Women's 
Group gathering on Friday, December 4, from 7:00 – 9:00p.m. 
in the refectory!  Join other moms, guardians, grandmothers, 
faculty, staff and friends of JPG for an evening of fellowship 
and faith formation.  Speaker Kristin Niedbala will continue to 
unpack Pope Francis' beautiful document on the Year of Mercy, 
which highlights the Catholic Church's "mission to be a witness 
to mercy."  Dinner will be provided.  Feel free to bring a 

Year of Mercy 

- Beginning December 8 -   
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

MASS @ 8:30AM 

Lower School   
Thanksgiving feasts ! 

March for Life 
___________________________ 

Informational meeting – Wednesday, January 6 @ 5:00pm 
  
For the fifth consecutive year, JPG will lead a pilgrimage of 9th – 
12th graders to Washington D.C. from January 18-23 to take a 
stand for life. This life-changing experience is deeply rooted in 
our mission to serve the new evangelization and to build a 
culture of love and life in America. A bus load of students and 
seminarians will join Fr. Garrett McIntyre as we travel to the 
Mother House of the Nashville Dominicans, Christendom 
College, Aquinas College, Mount St. Mary’s Seminary, St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine, the Holocaust Museum, the U.S. 
Capitol, the Dominican House of Studies at Catholic University, 
the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, and of course the 
March itself. The total cost of the trip is $450. A deposit of $100 
is due December 2, and the remaining balance is due January 8.  
 

Saint Peg Doll  Swap Veteran’s  Day 

Christmas Play 
________________________ 

JPG family and friends are invited 
to this year’s Christmas Play, 
performed by PreK3 – 4th grade 
students on December 14 at 6:00pm 
in the gym. Come join us as we 
anticipate the coming of the 
Newborn King!
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Follow Us:  

Virtus  

ACEL State Football Champions! 
_____________________ 
The Guardians brought home the Championship 
trophy by defeating the Southwest Louisiana Knights 
with a final score of 58-22. They ended the season 
with a perfect record of 11-0. Congratulations to 
Coach Barrett Richard for winning Coach of the Year 
and to our All-State players: 

• Aidan Leblanc, defensive lineman 
• Jacob LeJeune, quarterback  
• Jacob McDaniel, offensive lineman 
• Tim Johnson, running back 

  

@jpgacademy 

SPORTS  
SCHEDULE 

Dec 4 – Soccer (H) 
Dec 5 – Soccer (H) 

 

3rd Annual Collarnary Cook Off! 

More than $60,000 raised for the St. Joseph Scholarship Fund 


