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Upcoming Events From the Headmaster… 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school that 
preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 

	   September 2015 

It is with great joy that I welcome you to the 2015-16 school year here at JPG!  
After a summer of work and preparation, the beginning of school has finally 
arrived.  In just the past 3 months:  

• Our wonderful maintenance crew and our parents worked together to create 
new 5th and 6th grade classrooms, remove the old dairy barn, and fill in the 
pool.   

• Dozens of men from the Lafayette “That Man is You” (TMIY) group spent 
two days restoring and repainting our statues around campus, building a 
prayer/sitting area by the St. Joseph Shrine, clearing out the courtyard by 
the new 5th / 6th grade classrooms, and creating a new walkway to the gym. 

• We added five Elmo “document cameras” and data projectors for our lower 
school classrooms and a laptop cart with 20 Chromebooks for teachers to 
check out.  

• Almost all of our Lower School teachers moved their classrooms to new 
spaces to accommodate a second section of Kindergarten, 2nd, 3rd, and 5th 
grade. 

• And with the help of the PTO, we worked hard to welcome 42 new families and 93 new students, helping them 
to grow into what it means to be part of our beautiful community. 
 

The list goes on and on.  How far we have come from our early humble days at the campus next to Prejean’s.  And 
yet at JPG, the more things change, the more they stay the same. While we will always work hard to provide 
facilities that are neat, clean, and conducive to learning, nothing is more important than the essential relationship 
between the teachers, students, and parents.  People, not buildings, are most	  important.	  	  What will not change is our 
focus on forming children to seek the truth, pursue the good, and be attracted by the deepest and most lasting forms 
of beauty.  What will not change is our commitment to classical, Catholic education here at JPG.  And that 
education begins with the clear knowledge that we cannot live out our mission and charisms without grace, 
especially the grace that flows from our Sacred Heart of Jesus Adoration Chapel.   

My prayer for this year is that every family at JPG will commit to at least one hour each week in our adoration 
chapel, joining the hundreds of faithful adorers who come, hour by hour, morning, midday, evening, and late into 
the night.  This is the heartbeat of our school.  This is the rhythm of grace that has sustained us through every 
difficulty.  If you are not already signed up, please 
contact our PTO Adoration Committee today to sign up 
for an hour (jpgadoration@gmail.com).	  

In this Year of Mercy, may God strengthen our 
families, open the hearts of our children, inspire our 
teachers, and draw each of us ever closer to the face of 
Christ.  

In the peace of Christ, 

 

Peter Fletcher 
 

 

 
Sept 7 – Labor Day (No classes) 
Sept 8 – No classes 
Sept 10 – Picture re-take day 
Sept 16 – FEMM Presentation 
Sept 16 – Silent Retreat day 
Sept 19 – Football Skeet Shoot  
Sept 21 - 25 – Homecoming Week 
Sept 26 – Speech & Debate:  
               The Big Swim  
Sept 26 – Homecoming Social 
Sept 28 – Noon dismissal 
Sept 30 – MATH Parent Night 
Oct  5 - 9 Pilgrimage Week 
Oct 12 - 16 – Fall Break 
Oct 25 – Fall Fest 
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John Paul the Great Academy 

We are GROWING! 

________________ 

This year we welcomed 93 new students to 
our JPG family!  We also welcomed many new 

faculty and staff members. We are very 
grateful for their enthusiasm and 

commitment to our school’s mission as we 
strive to further the Kingdom of God here in 

Lafayette, Louisiana.   
 

Veritas 

Lunch Room 

_____________________ 
Please take advantage of our new online lunch ordering 
system. It is simple and easy to use! Visit our website 
www.jpgacademy.org > Parents Tab > Lunch Order, and use 
your Renweb email to login and place your order. You now 
have the option to purchase your child’s meals monthly or for 
the remainder of the year. A monthly reminder will be sent 
out to alert you of the upcoming order deadlines. 

Amazon Smile 

_____________________ 
Want a simple and automatic 
way to support JPG at no cost to you? When you shop through 
AmazonSmile, .05% of your total purchase price will be 
donated to a charitable organization of your choice. Since so 
many of us shop on Amazon, this is an easy way to give to the 
school! Next time you’re shopping, please go to 
smile.amazon.com and select “Pope John Paul II Academy.” 
For more information, visit https://smile.amazon.com/about. 

Follow Us:  

Library News 

_____________________ 
We are excited to welcome Mrs. Abigail Richard as our new 
library aid this year. She will be coordinating Lower School 
library visits throughout the week and will also provide an 
after-school study hall for Upper School (grades 7-12) from 
3:30 – 4:30 PM each day. Please note that due to a backlog 
in processing donations, we are not able to accept in-
kind donations of books for the library at this time. We 
are, however, happy to accept donations of books or DVDs 
from our Amazon Wish List, available on the Amazon.com 
Wish List Directory under “JPG Library Wish List.” 

New Student  Orientat ion 

“My heart is 
full of gratitude to 

be part of  
the JPG family. 

I can’t wait to see 
what God has in 

store for me,  
my students,  

and this school.” 

Nikki  Bouvier , Aftercare & 
Upper School Math & Science  

Sunday, October 25 

 
An exciting day of outdoor fun  

with your JPG family! 
 

Book signing by Ryan and Mary-Rose Verret for 

their new book entitled Witness to Love 

Live music from Cajun band Bonsoir, Catin 

Food, drinks, and outdoor fun for everyone! 

Admission is free. Open to JPG family and friends. 

Meet... 

Yearbook 

_____________________ 
This year we are excited to have a new Yearbook Advisor, Amy 
Fernandez. If you have any great photos this year, send them to 
Amy at amyfernandez@centurytel.net. If you want to help with 
the Yearbook Team please contact Amy at (337) 258-9931. 

Substitutes Needed! 
_____________________ 
If you are interested in substitute teaching, please contact the 
main office at (337) 889-5345. 

@jpgacademy 
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Speech & Debate 

_____________________ 
Please consider joining the Guardian Speech & Debate team 
as we hold our first official practice of the year.  Our Big Swim 
event will be held at 10:00am on Saturday, September 26, 
beginning in the refectory.  All are welcomed to learn more 
about Speech & Debate and how to judge at competitions.   
For more information, please contact Mrs. Mahan at 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org. 

Fides 

Biscuits for a Buck! 
_____________________ 
Every Wednesday this 
month, students attending 
the Junior Pilgrimage to 
Rome in October will be 
selling breakfast “Biscuits 
for a Buck” for $1 each 
before school. If you would 
like to pick up your biscuit 
order in the carpool line, text your name and order to (337) 207-
3503 on Tuesday afternoons. Please specify whether you would 
like honey or plain biscuits.  

Schola Custodum 

_____________________ 
Schola Custodum, or Choir of Guardians, is the JPG school 
choir, composed of 7th through 12th graders who desire 
to seek truth and beauty and to be self-gift for our 
community. Led byThe Schola will learn and sing 
sacred chant, hymns, and polyphony for our school liturgies.  
They will be a witness to the Lower School, lead school-
wide musical events, and together ponder the art of music in 
order to discover its beauty in our world today – a radical call, 
a task beyond oneself, and a journey of humility all for the 
greater glory of God.  

Ladies Night Out! 
_____________________ 
All women of JPG Academy are invited to the first quarterly 
JPG Women's Group gathering on Friday, September 25, 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in the refectory!  Join other moms, 
guardians, grandmothers, faculty, staff and friends of the 
school for an evening of fellowship and faith formation.  Pope 
Francis has declared December 8, 2015 through November 20, 
2016 an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy, to 
highlight the Catholic Church's "mission to be a witness to 
mercy."  The talk at each gathering throughout the school year 
will focus on a different aspect of the theme of mercy.  Dinner 
will be provided.  Feel free to bring a friend!  R.S.V.P. to 
Gretchen George at ggeorge@jpgacademy.org. 

Adoration 

_____________________ 
We believe that adoration is the lifeblood of our school. 
Please consider committing to a weekly holy hour at our 
adoration chapel. As of September 1, here are the hours that 
need committed adorers: 

• Tuesdays @ 11:00am 
• Thursdays @ 2:00pm, 3:00pm 
• Fridays @ 2:00am, 7:00am, 8:00pm 
• Saturdays @ 4:00pm, 8:00pm, 10:00pm, 11:00pm 

Sel ling Biscuits  

Welcome Fr. McIntyre! 

We are so pleased to 
announce that Fr. 
Garrett McIntyre 
will be serving our 
school as chaplain. 
He will be here 
throughout the week 
offering spiritual 
direction, confession, 
and mass for our 
students. We are so 
grateful for his 
generosity! 

Aquinas Institute  

Fall Courses 

_____________________ 
Registration for the Aquinas 
Institute fall courses is now 
available. Our very own Sean O’Connor, S.T.L. will be teaching 
DT202 Eucharistic Theology here at JPG on Tuesdays: 
September 15, 22, 29, October 6, 20, 27, from 6:00pm-8:15pm. 
Our own Craig Baker will also be teaching SS103 The 
Synoptic Gospels: Matthew, Mark, & Luke here at JPG on 
Thursdays: October 22, 29, November 5, 12, 19, December 3, 
from 6:00pm-8:15pm. Registration is $60 per course. For more 
information and to register, visit www.AquinasLafayette.org. 
For questions, contact Katie Austin at 
Katie@ourladyofwisdom.org or (337) 232-8742. 

“Femm” Health Presentation for Mothers 

and Daughters 

_____________________ 
Anne Christian Heinen will be offering a presentation for 
mothers and daughters on Wednesday, September 16 at 
7:00pm.  The presentation is sponsored by Louisiana Right 
to Life and JPG parent Dr. Damon Cudihy.  The 
presentation will address women’s health issues and is 
directed at girls in grades 9-12.  As a school community, we 
strongly support the Church’s teaching on the dignity of 
women and we reject the prevailing cultural norms of 
Planned Parenthood. This presentation is meant to support 
our students’ self-understanding and God’s beautiful plan 
for femininity. 

Fr.  Garrett  McIntyre 
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Follow Us:  

Virtus  

Guardian Football 
_____________________ 
Guardian Football is underway 
and the team currently holds a 
3-0 record! The next game is 
against Olive Christian this 
Friday, September 4, at 
7:00pm in Athens, Louisiana. 

A Peek Into The First Two Weeks 

Guardian Volleyball 
_____________________ 
Our volleyball season is underway 
and the Lady Guardians hold a record 
of 0-3. Our own Ms. Sarah Chustz is 
coaching the team this year. The next 
game is home on Tuesday, 
September 1 at 6:00pm against 
Southwest Louisiana Homeschool. 

Guardian Cross Country 
_____________________ 
This year we have 30+ cross country 
runners! Mrs. Lauren Cudihy is 
coaching our team again this year as 
they gear up for their upcoming races.  

@jpgacademy 

SPORTS 
SCHEDULE 
 
Sept 3 – Volleyball (H) 
Sept 4 – Football (A) 
Sept 4 – Volleyball (A) 
Sept 5 – Volleyball (H) 
Sept 8 – Volleyball (A) 
Sept 10 – Footbal (H) 
Sept 11 – Volleyball (A) 
Sept 15 – Volleyball (H) 
Sept 17 – Football (H) 
Sept 18 – Volleyball (A) 
Sept 22 – Volleyball (A) 
Sept 24 – Football (H) 
Sept 26 – CC St. Pius 
                 5k/1 
Sept 29 – Volleyball (H) 

Homecoming Social 
_____________________ 
If your 9th-12th grade 
student is interested in 
attending the Homecoming 
Social on Saturday, 
September 26, please be 
sure to sign the Homecoming 
Contract for your child to turn 
in when he or she purchases a 
ticket (Tickets are $15). This 
permission form can be 
picked up in the Front Office 
or printed from the JPG 
website under the "Parents" 
tab. 


