What makes a school “college prep?”

I

t’s November, and our family, like so many
across America, is preparing for a time-honored
tradition: sending our next child to college!
Aidan is our third child to go through the process,
and it’s exciting to watch as he finalizes college
essays and waits to hear about scholarships.
Since I began teaching in a large diocesan high school
21 years ago, I have had a lot of time to reflect on a
question I hear often: Is this school “college prep?”
Most parents would define college prep as enabling
their children to secure a high ACT score and to
be successful in college. Our graduates generally
do very well in college, and the average ACT for
our current senior class is 24.9, above the state (19)
and national (21) average. One of our graduates
recently scored a 35, a nearly perfect score.
The truth, however, is that the ACT is not
the strongest predictor of college success—
character is. Every year only 50% of
incoming freshmen will graduate from
college. Only 15% will do so in 4 years.
So the real question is, “What kind of
education builds the character and
discipline needed to thrive in college?”
There are two ways that a classical education
prepares a student for success in college. First,
classical education focuses on the tools of learning,
which help students to adapt to any environment.
They don’t just know facts— they know how to
think, how to learn. They know how to write and
how to articulate their ideas. Classical education
helps students to become independent learners
who know how to work hard, to be disciplined,
and to do what is right even when it is difficult.
This is the natural fruit of a classical education.
The second way is even more important: only 30%
of young people maintain their faith through their
college years. We know that they will lack the
structure of family life and the discipline of a parent
making them wake up to go to Church on Sundays.
One of the most important questions Jesus ever asked
echoes in our hearts as parents: What does it profit
a man to gain the whole world but lose his soul?
Faith is an invitation, and there is no magic
formula to ensure that our children will accept

that invitation to a relationship with Christ. But
we know what a difference it makes for young
people to learn the “whys” behind their beliefs,
to learn to give a ready defense for their faith,
from the classroom to the dorm room. We also
know what it means when a student in high
school truly develops an intimate friendship with
Christ, such that He becomes the pearl of great
price for which we would sell everything.
A classical, Catholic
education offers the
robust intellectual
formation needed
for academic success
and plants the
deep spiritual roots
needed to weather
the challenges of college and the world. May God
bless and keep our seniors as they prepare for
their futures beyond the sacred grounds of JPG.

So the real question
is, “What kind of
education builds
the character and
discipline needed to
thrive in college?”

In the Peace of Christ,

Peter Fletcher
President & Headmaster
John Paul the Great Academy

College Preparation at JPG
Class of 2017 Graduate Profile
Class Size

12

Graduates eligible for the Louisiana Taylor
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS)
scholarship

100%

Gross scholarship awards

$2.3 million

Average SAT Score
*using the new scale

1208

Average ACT Composite Score

Post-Secondary Education
of JPG graduates

Ave Maria University
Franciscan University of

24

Steubenville
Louisiana State University
Louisiana Tech University
Mount Saint Mary’s University

The College Planning Process

Notre Dame Seminary

9th

South Louisiana Community

Grade Focus & Action Items

10th
11th

12th

• Focus on academics — G.P.A. counts!
• Reflect on personal talents, passions, and career
discernment
• Focus on standardized test prep
• Reflect on a realistic view of post-secondary
education

• Focus on leadership and community service
• Visit colleges
• Participate in career internships
• Draft resumé
• Apply for early admission at preferred colleges
• Finalize college and scholarship applications

College
Planning
workshop

Monday,
November 13
6 PM

JPG Library

Juniors & Seniors // Parents & Students
Representatives from the Louisiana Office of
Student Financial Assistance (LOFSA)
will be presenting on TOPS, funding for
college, FAFSA, and other financial topics
related to collegiate study.
Q&A session to follow presentation.

Saint Joseph Seminary College
College
United States Naval Academy
University of Dallas
University of Louisiana at
Lafayette
Wyoming Catholic College

