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When we look 
at our children, 
we can’t help 
but think of 
their future and 
anticipate their 
successes. We  
are also filled  
with hope that 
their hearts 
remain pure and 
attached to that 
which is good. 

Since its founding, John Paul the Great Academy 
has always had a deep sense of mission and calling. 
This mission stems largely from the Guardian, 
our mascot, represented by the Swiss Guard and 
chosen by the Prefect Council in the school’s first 
year. Taking the Guardian as the model for our 
children, the Academy has worked to foster great 
faith in the hearts of our students, preparing them  
to stand as vocal witnesses in the public square.

The history of the Swiss Guard begins in an era 
when the popes held not only spiritual but also 
temporal power as earthly princes with lands to 
defend. During this time, Swiss mercenaries famed 
for their courage and prowess on the battlefield 
became part of the papal forces and personal 
guard. In 1527, when the Vatican was attacked, 
nearly one hundred and fifty Swiss Guards died 

defending Pope Clement VII. In memory of the 
devotion shown on that day, the Swiss Guard  
holds as its motto Acriter et Fideliter “Fiercely  
and Faithfully”.

Drawing on this identity, the school continues to 
embrace the call to raise up Guardians who will 
stand in community, “fiercely and faithfully,” on 
behalf of the Good, the True, and the Beautiful.
Our patron, Pope St. John Paul the Great, used  
the title of “Guardian” in reference to the great  
St. Joseph, calling him the “Guardian of the 
Redeemer” and the “Guardian of the Mystery 
of God.” As guardian, St. Joseph embodies the 
qualities of fervent devotion and faith in the face  
of a doubting world. Faced with life’s difficulties  
and cultural opposition to our faith, we seek to send 
our children forth prepared for battle. Armed with 
the blessings of a Catholic, classical education and 
freed from gross ignorance and vice, they face the 
world with the sure knowledge of who they are: 
children of God. 

Recognizing that we do not guard things “fiercely 
and faithfully” without first loving them, our school 
seeks to cultivate the affections of its students 
for what is good and holy. This kind of affection 
is born in habit, grown in relationship, and made 
permanent in a will wed to truth. Formed in this way, 
our graduates are meant to serve a nation and a 
world in need of saints and witnesses to hope.

From the Desk of Nathanael Rea, Headmaster
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“I very much felt a pull to JPG, and I know it was God 
planting the seed so many years ago. He waited until our 
hearts were ready.” - Natalie Angelle, JPG parent

Justin and Natalie Angelle first 
toured JPG in 2012 when their 
oldest child, Mary Claire, was about 
to start kindergarten, but chose not 
to enroll. As time passed, they felt 
God calling them to reconsider JPG.

Justin recalls visiting JPG in 2017: 
“I will never forget the headmaster 
saying ‘Our number one priority is 
to help get your children to heaven, 
to help them become saints!’ 
That’s all a parent wants. It was an 
answered prayer. At that moment 
I realized we were ready to join 
JPG.” As the Angelles walked the 
campus, they noted the depth at 
which each class was being taught. 
“Every subject could be seen in the 
light of the gospel. There was so 
much more we wanted to learn.” 
Beginning to cry, Natalie thought 
back, “I very much felt a pull to 
the school, and I know it was God 
planting the seed so many years 
ago. He waited until our hearts 
were ready.” In August of 2017, the 
Angelle family joined John Paul the 
Great Academy.

“The people we’ve met in the  
last two years at JPG have inspired 
us. They make us want to be better 
people, better Catholics, a better 
mother and father, husband and 
wife.” 

Justin and Natalie agree that since 
joining the JPG family, they’ve been 
reminded of the importance of their 
vocation as husband and wife. “We 
are so grateful that God entrusted 
these children to us. It’s given us a 
new appreciation for our path to 
heaven.” Since witnessing the faith 
of other men at JPG, Justin has 
embraced his call to be the faith 
leader in his family. “What father 
doesn’t want to show his son that 
we are called to love Jesus!”

The vibrant faith on JPG’s campus 
carries over to their family life. 
“We have witnessed the power of 
young and old joining together in 
prayer during times of joy and in 
times of suffering. This has been so 
instrumental in helping the Catholic 
faith and the power of prayer come 
alive in our children.” 

One of the most powerful ways 
that the school fosters prayer and 
a relationship with Jesus is the 
presence of a perpetual Adoration 
chapel on campus. It is a place 
where students, their families, and 
the community gather to encounter 
the Lord in the Eucharist. Here the 
Angelle family has learned that 
“there is no wiser use of our time 
than an hour with Jesus in the 
Adoration chapel.” In this sacred 
space, they have discovered 
“heaven on earth.”

The depth of faith the teachers 
are sharing with their children has 
challenged Justin and Natalie to 
dive deeper into their Catholic faith, 
both individually and as a family.  
 
“There’s no replacement for the way 
the school focuses on living a life of 
virtue. Not only is virtue taught, but 
it is also lived.”  

For Natalie, there is nothing that 
compares to watching her children 
feel accepted and loved for who 
they are or experience genuine 
kindness from another child. “JPG 
has helped us to go beyond simply 
being a good person, but to name 
the virtues, to practice them daily, 
and to strive to live a virtuous life.”

Looking to the future, the Angelles 
are excited for their fourth child, 
Miles, to begin Pre-K at JPG in the 
fall. “We hope that by the time our 
children are ready to graduate from 
JPG, they have become people 
who go out and truly serve others 
because that’s where the greatest 
happiness lies. We are deeply 
grateful for JPG and this wonderful 
community. There’s a beauty and 
peace in knowing we are where 
God called us to be.”

WHERE GODCalled us to be
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In his 1999 “Letter to 
Artists,” Pope St. John 
Paul the Great writes, 
“Art is therefore a wholly 
valid approach to the 
realm of faith, which 
gives human experience 
its ultimate meaning.” 
Visual arts, theater, and 

choir are arts that invite our community at John Paul 
the Great Academy to adhere to the words of our 
patron and to live a life connected to our Creator. 
Visual arts—the practice of drawing, painting, and 
sculpting—draw us to the reality of God as the 
Divine Artist and ourselves as His ultimate creation. 
Through their participation in the arts, our students 
are reminded that as human beings we are made to 
create. Acting in school drama performances gives 
students an opportunity to be creative and to come 
to a deeper understanding of art. Theater invites 
students to see themselves in the story that they  
are telling, whether its theme is friendship, courage, 
or repentance, and to experience a deeper self-
knowledge both on and offstage. 

Choir is an 
experience 
where students 
learn cultural 
and historical 
songs and 
hymns, acquire 
knowledge of 
and the practice 
of music theory, 
and imitate 
and create 
songs through 
performance. Choir, like the other arts, allows 
students to see themselves as gifts, to cultivate 
hearts and minds of gratitude, and to live 
purposefully towards holiness. 

The arts aid each of us in a movement toward a 
freer love, one that balances the head and the heart, 
teaches us to love truth and goodness, and helps to 
align our will with the Lord’s will. The experience of 
learning, participating, and receiving an education 
in the arts communicates God’s purpose for the 
human soul. Now more than ever, we need good art 
so that faith in humanity may be restored. Our goal 
at John Paul the Great Academy and for the rest of 
our lives is to be in a relationship with our Creator, 
who composes all things marvelous, and to journey 
together toward Beauty Himself. 

Beauty
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Everything in the classical classroom aims to center students to 
what is good. Thus, in every action taken, in every item present,  
in all we see and do in the classroom, we seek to reflect 
goodness. A classical classroom aims to show beauty in its decor. 
Whether by the selection of plants, great art, maps, or books, the 
aesthetics of a room should encourage us to contemplate, should 
awaken our desire for God. A classical classroom environment 
seeks to foster beauty and goodness both among students and 
between teacher and students. As Guardians, we strive to exhibit 
and to witness actions bespeaking grace and kindness. Finally, in 
a classical classroom, the content taught should also delight by 
how the teacher expresses it and how the students respond. The 
sharing and discussion of beautiful ideas, art, concepts, stories, 
and poetry should be commonplace. Instruction should grow out 
of wisdom and should lead students to wisdom. We strive to lead 
students as we are all informed by age-old truths, truths which will 
bear fruit in the child, ultimately growing in wisdom. 
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“It was an honor and a great blessing for me to consecrate the new 
altar in the newly renovated chapel of John Paul the Great Academy. 
The altar in a Catholic Church represents Jesus Christ, Priest and 
Victim of the perfect prayer we give to God the Father, the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. John Paul the Great faculty and students 
have Jesus Christ at the center of everything they do as a school 
community. May He continue to lead and guide them to the source 
of all truth, the Most Holy Trinity.” - Bishop Douglas Deshotel

Photo by Amy Stout Photography
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On August 10, 2018, Bishop Douglas Deshotel celebrated Holy 
Mass and consecrated our new altar, a gift of the JPG Class of 2018. 
The chapel is an essential part of John Paul the Great Academy. It is 
where our Upper School begins and ends each day in prayer, and 
where the highest form of worship, the Holy Mass, is celebrated 
twice a week. Our faculty, staff, students, and families are blessed 

to have this sacred space passed down to us by 
the De La Salle Christian Brothers. Our beloved 
chapel underwent a beautiful transformation in 
the summer of 2018. The mahogany altar and 
ambo were handcrafted by local artisan and 
contractor, Monesse Dupuis. Within the new 
altar lies a first-class relic of Pope Saint John Paul 
II. The refurbished chapel also features a fresh 
coat of paint, refinished floors, and Stations 
of the Cross blessed by Pope Francis at the 
canonization of Pope Saint John Paul II in Rome 
in 2014. Many hours were spent renovating our 
Holy Family Chapel. Thank you to all who made 
this renovation possible.

FaithOF
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My six years as a student 
at John Paul the Great 
Academy have been the 
best years of my life. I 
have been challenged in 
many ways: academically, 
spiritually, and socially. 
I have come to know 
God in a deeper way 
through my classmates. 
Most importantly, I have 

come to recognize God’s presence in my life and how He 
works, especially during Upper School Pilgrimage Week. I 
look forward to pilgrimage week as a time when I can enter 
more deeply into my relationship with God through prayer 
and service and to bond with my classmates in a particular 
way. Not many high school students have the opportunity 
to spend a week with their classmates and teachers outside 
of the classroom, an opportunity that has borne much fruit 
in my life.

On freshman pilgrimage, we learned that our life is a gift, that 
we are composed of body and soul, and that our body is 
important and should be treasured. As sophomores serving 

in Houston, we helped 
recovery efforts after 
Hurricane Harvey. The joy 
of the people we served 
even in their toughest 
moments reminded me 
to be grateful for the 
opportunities that I have. 
From them, I learned to 
live and love humbly. 
Our most recent junior 
pilgrimage to Italy was 
my favorite so far. It was 

the experience of a lifetime, and I could not imagine going 
to Italy in any other way or with any other people. 

Journeying in Rome, I learned the universality of our faith.  
At one of the papal basilicas we visited, Eucharistic Adoration 
was taking place. Realizing that the prayers and songs of the 

locals were not in English, I initially assumed that the moment 
would be fruitless for me. Nonetheless, I saw the depth of 
their prayer, and I saw God working through them. Then 
my view shifted, and I was able to see clearly how united in 
prayer we are. These people in Rome were adoring the same 
Eucharist we are able to visit daily at the Adoration chapel 
at JPG. God opened my heart to see beyond the horizon of 
Lafayette, Louisiana and revealed to me that the beauty of 
His love is the same everywhere.

As I reflect on the effort it took to get to Rome, I am filled with 
gratitude for my mom and Mr. Cortese, in particular. Before 
committing to the trip, the expense made my attendance 
seem less than possible. And yet, the JPG pilgrimages 
are designed to provide 
students with opportunities 
they may otherwise never 
have. For me, that meant 
trusting my mom to make 
sacrifices. It also meant I had 
to do my part by getting a 
second job and meeting 
Mr. Cortese at school at 
6:00 a.m. to sell biscuits to 
fundraise additional money 
for the trip. Rome was a 
life-changing experience 
that I will treasure forever. 
It was such a gift to me to 
pray the Angelus with the 
Pope, see the tombs of 
some of my favorite saints, 
and eat gelato every night. 
My pilgrimage to Rome 
allowed me to understand 
that God is real, and it was 
an affirmation of faith to see us all adore God as one. Next 
year, I will go on my final JPG pilgrimage to the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, and I can already feel its bittersweet taste. I am 
saddened that this will be my last opportunity to be with 
my classmates in this unique way, but excited about this 
opportunity to grow in faith like all the pilgrims before me.

A CHANGE OF VIEW
A Pilgrimage Reflection by Madison McDaniel ‘20

Each Year, Upper School students in grades 7 to 12 share 
in a week-long experience of prayer and community. These 
experiences, connected to the person and life of Pope St. 
John Paul II, help our students to grow as men and women 
and as disciples of Christ. Initially, students encounter 
the themes of virtue and friendship. Slowly, they come to 
understand themselves more deeply, and then go forth in 
service of their neighbor. In Rome and Assisi, they discover 
the universality of the Church and the grandeur of human 
civilization. On their final pilgrimage, they come before the 
Lord with grateful hearts for what they have received at JPG 
and ask God what He has in store for them in the future.

What is Pilgrimage Week?

A photo Maddie took of a sunset in Rome, Italy
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I have been attending John Paul the Great Academy for 
the past four years, and currently, I am the Head Prefect 
of the Student Prefect Council. Previously, I attended the 
same school for the first ten years of my academic life. 
When I switched schools my freshman year, it was hard to 
adjust because I was so used to my old school, but I was 
happy I enrolled at JPG. Over the next four years,  
I participated in several sports including football, 
basketball, and track. During my time at JPG, I 
have learned a great deal about myself and 
grown in many different ways.  In sports, 
our coaches encourage us to work hard, 
but all of that hard work is not merely to 
win a trophy. Athletics at JPG aim to help 
form virtues and build character in all of the 
students who participate in them. Playing 
sports has taught me fortitude, perseverance, 
and humility. I have been able to apply these 
virtues to my prayer and studies. This happened 
naturally, without my even realizing it. I have learned that 
a prayer life does not get any easier in the busy world in 
which we live. I find myself constantly working to make 

time for my Lord. I am 
extremely thankful that 
JPG has given me so 
many opportunities 
for  prayer  and 
worship. Without the 

quarterly retreats, 
pilgrimages, or the other spiritual activities 

JPG provides, I do not know what my prayer 
life would have looked like. Even with the 
formation we receive at school, the outside 
world can become a hard place to remain 
a faithful Catholic. I want to persevere 
through the hard times and remain humble 
in the good, by always keeping an eye on 

my goal, which is heaven. In my academic 
life, maintaining good grades is difficult 

while playing sports. Just because I’m tired 
from practice or a game, that does not mean my 

homework or tests will be canceled. It can become really 
easy to just give up, but I have to have fortitude, realizing 
that grades are important and I have to constantly work 
in school to maintain them. My goal is to strive to have 
straight A’s, and without the virtues that I have acquired 
playing sports, this goal would become extremely 
difficult. Likewise in athletics, I have to set a goal and try 
to attain it, and never settle for less than what I know I 
can achieve. Our patron, St. John Paul the Great, loved 
sports for this very reason. He knew that the world is a 
difficult place to live in, where nothing is simply handed 
to you. He also knew that athletics can build character and 
virtues in young people that can help them through life 
and prepare them to defend the Faith. I am grateful for 
the gifts of virtue and character I have received through 
JPG Athletics, and I will carry these lessons into my future.

by JPG Senior, Thomas Ronkartz

TO THE  
HEIGHTS
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NEW THIRD FLOOR
Elements of the
We are now in the process of planning out our expansion into 
the third floor of the Main Building. This renovation will add 
almost a hundred new classroom seats. 

We’re looking forward to the following:

 Six new classrooms

 A common area for study and community

 Two new offices

 Restoration of the elevator and the original flooring

 Outfitting the building with a new air conditioning system 

 Additional student restrooms

Our current  
third floor
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UPDATES

In Memoriam Many members of the John 
Paul the Great Academy 
community have been 
blessed to know Frank X. 
Connolly, III, a member 
of the original Board of 
Directors of our school. 
Frank was one of the most 
generous, kind-hearted 
individuals you could ever 
meet. He and his wife Jennifer homeschooled their 
three daughters and raised them in a radical and 
purposeful way. They saw the importance of forming 
their children every day by setting good examples of 
piety and a good work ethic. After his children were 
grown, Frank felt privileged to be able to sit with Dr. 
Roberts, Fr. Sibley, and many other men and woman 
who had a direct hand in forming a new Catholic 
school in Acadiana. His contributions to the founding 
of what we now know as JPG were always done with 
an eye towards his own future grandchildren. Now, 
his legacy lives on through them: six of his thirteen 
grandchildren currently attend JPG, and another 
is joining next year. He is very missed and loved by 
many at John Paul the Great Academy.

Frank X. Connolly, III (1948-2018)

The JPG Connolly grandchildren:  
(Top Left to Right) Asa Travasos (1st),  
James Buller (5th), Audrey Travasos (6th)
(Bottom Left to Right) Emmeline Travasos 
(5th), Madelyn-Kate Buller (Future Guardian), 
Zachary Buller (1st), Grant Buller (3rd)

“Frank was a patriarch, not only for his own family, but also for the entire 
JPG community, not to mention for the many Catholic apostolates of 
which he and Jennifer were integral members. He bore his illness with 
holy masculinity—which is to say a simultaneously fervent and calm belief 
in what awaited, even with the redemptive suffering in between. In short, 
he embodied what we know from Matthew 25:21: ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant; because thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will set 
thee over many; enter into the joy of thy master.’ By God’s grace, we can 
emulate Frank’s life by pouring our own talents and treasure into efforts 
that truly matter—and do so in Frank’s way of irrepressible faith and joy.”

-Dr. Kevin Roberts, JPG Founder and Headmaster (2007-2013)

Matthew is currently pursuing a masters 
degree in philosophy at The Katholieke 
Universiteit Leuven, a research university 
in Flanders, Belgium. He is living with the 
Community of St. Damien, an intentional 
Catholic community for those studying 

philosophy and theology at the university. It was only after 
graduating that Matthew says he realized the influence 
of the genuine love of his JPG teachers. “The teachers 
authentically care for the intellectual, social, and spiritual 
wellbeing of their students, thus, putting the whole person 
as a priority in education and accomplishing more than a 
teacher who just wants you to get the ‘A’.”

Aaron is currently pursuing a career in journalism in the 
Washington, D.C. area. He has interned at several local 
and national news websites. Aaron will be attending 
graduate school to widen his experience in multimedia 
platforms in the industry, such as podcasts and video 
journalism. JPG instilled a fierce determination in Aaron 

to uncover the truth and find answers to important questions plaguing 
our modern world. He says, “In the face of rampant activism, this attribute 
has helped me approach tough issues with frank honesty balanced by 
prudence and tact.”

Mary Margaret is currently teaching her third year of 
kindergarten. “I absolutely love their innocence and 
seeing their eyes light up when they learn something 
new!” Mary Margaret and her husband Wesley (Class of 
‘10) recently had their first child and are enjoying every 
minute with their beautiful baby girl. Mary Margaret 

says, “My biggest takeaway from JPG was the ability to practice my faith 
freely and in an educational setting. It was nice to be able to include 
religion in discussions about various topics and to have like-minded 
peers, as well. I was able to build lasting friendships because of the small 
community feel of the school.”

Michael is currently a seminarian for the Diocese of 
Lafayette finishing the requirements for his licentiate 
degree in philosophy at the Catholic University 
of America. He is preparing to move on to Notre 
Dame Seminary in New Orleans in the fall to start his 
theological studies. Michael treasured his years at JPG. 

“It was a formative time in a place where virtues were celebrated, critical 
thinking skills were sharpened, and prayer pervaded everything that 
we did. I left JPG with a deepened love, both for learning and for the 
Eucharistic Lord.”

Marie is currently attending LSU. She is 
seeking a degree in Mass Communication 
with a concentration in Public Relations 
and a minor in Entrepreneurship. Marie 
loves being involved at Christ the King, 
the Catholic student center at LSU. This 

summer, she will serve as a Life Teen missionary at Camp 
Hidden Lake. In the past few months, Marie has reflected 
deeply on how blessed she feels to have attended JPG. 
“Because of JPG, I know so much about my faith and am 
able to articulate it to those who don’t know much about  
it, which also helps me to more fully understand my own 
faith and my own journey.  I am very well-equipped for all 
of my classes because of the education I received. JPG 
taught me so much about how to love and serve others, 
and how to see the world through the eyes of the Creator.  
I am forever grateful!”

Marie George ‘18

Matthew Gossen ‘13 Aaron Credeur ‘13

Mary Margaret (Robichaux) LeJeune ‘12

Michael Vidrine ‘14

Alumni
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Witness to Hope magazine receives 
its name from George Weigel’s 
biography on Pope St. John Paul 
II entitled Witness to Hope: The 
Biography of Pope John Paul II. 
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John Paul the Great 
Academy is proud to 
receive the following 
awards from the Cardinal 
Newman Society:
Newman Society Catholic 
Honor Roll Award
Elementary School 
Catholic Honor Roll Award
Newman Society National 
Ambassador School Award


